AN 

A D D R E 85 

FR 


or THE 


GENERAL BAPTISTS, 


LONDON, 


Wedneſday, 15th of May, 17 99, 


To THe CHURCHES WHICH cite REPRESENT 


. 


n. y Minin 


Br SAMPSON KINGSFORD, 


— 
al 
J 


| PRINTED By J. BROWN, AT THE PRINTINGOFF! 
FAIR STREET, HORSLY-DOWN,. 
SQUTHWARK. 


lw 
* 
* 
* 
„ Mor 
* 
ad 
* 
N 
. 
* 
* 
7 
j 
‘ 
| 
| 
‘ 
* 
— 
* 
| 
* » 
* 4 
~ — 
La 
ry 14 
| 
4 4 
| 
‘ 
‘4 ¥ 
i? 
wee A... 4 — 
„ * 
— * 
2 
: a — * 


+. 


= 


» 


— 


* 


é ‘ 
2 
‘ 
| 
| | 
0 
| 
| * | 
| 


— 


ADDRESS, 


‘On ru RESPECTIVE DUTIES 


OY 


MINISTERS axn PEOPLE. 
— 


By the appointment of the General Bap- 
tiſt Affembly, the Addreſs this year has for its fubject 
the reſpective duties of Minifters and People. 


The duty of Minifters to the people may be com- 
prehended under the following general heads. 


1. Miniſters ſhould faithfully, diligently, and cheer- 
fully minifter the words of life and ſalvation unto them. 
Miniſters are ſtewards of the myfteries of the gofpel, and 
it becomes ftewards to be faithful, for they muſt give an 
account of their ſtewardſhip. Having treafure in 
earthen veſſels, they have it for the benefit of thofe with 
whom they are connected; and in the improvement of 
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what-is~depofited with them, they muſt be faithful to 
God, ever remembring that God is prefent, fees all 
their aétjons, knows all their motives, and will reward 


or punith accordingly. Faithful ſhould they be to 


Chrift, who hath counted them worthy putting them 


into the miniftry, as well as faithful to their own fouls 


in foi een a ae as is committed to them. 


In the difcharge of this Baty to the people, Minifters 


ſhould remember that preaching is not to be confidered 
merely as an exercife of abilities, nor the occupation of 

a little time in the pulpit; they ought to confider the 
great end of preaching is to fave thoſe that hear, to be 


to them a favor. of life unto life. Souls ſhould be pre- 


cCious in their view, and the grand object fhould not be 


forgotten, They fhould be faithful in {peaking the 
truth, and {peaking plainly to the cafes and confciences 
of their hearers, not fhunning to declare the whole 
counfel of God, warning the wicked of the error of his 
way z at the fame time, not withholding from the timid, 
the fearful, and the righteous, that encouragement 
highly necellary for them in Weir journey towards 


Heaven. 14 112 


| b 
If Minifters with to be faithful, i cher will alfo be 
Wiligent’ diligent in ftudying God’s word, in collect- 
ing ufeful matter, and treating ſubjects in och a man- 
ner, that the duties of religion may be clearly under- 
ſtood, that the underſtanding may be enlightened, the 


| Tea Watthed with divine ‘and generous principles, and 
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Let it be added, if eheerfulnefs be united with the 
duty they owe to the people in preaching the word of 
God, the work will be doubly’ pleafant and profitable, 
What is done fhould be with à willing mind. God loves 
cheerful giver, Freely they have received ; freely they 
ought to U The diſcharge of this duty to 
the people they will not conſider as a burden, but exult- 
ing as did the apoftle, ** to me is this grace given,” eount- 
ing it an honor, and the joy of their hearts, that they 
are employed in preaching the of 
Chriſt. 


son pee Es is the duty of n bear on their minds 


Without this can be with 
it. may we not look for bleffed fruits as the confequence? 
There will be a folicitous concern that will fhow itfelf 
in various ways. A Miniſter having this principle per- 
vading bis heart will be ready in the fervice of the 
people, ardently panting for their beft intereſts. He 
will feel their wants and their forrows, and affectionately 
mix his tears with theirs. He will lament their weak- 
neſſes; and their increafe of piety and holinefs will 
rejoice his heart. He will be affable, kind, and conde. 
feending, ſhewing himfelf theit ſervant for Chrift’s 
fake, He will be always bis great 


Miner pry forthe people 
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of principles as he ought to have, 


% , not this be natural? Does he not wiſh their 


„are? Can be then go to a God of infinite. fullnefs 
di che people be forgotten —No!—They will have a 
Re rye his prayers, he will intercede and his mouth 
l be filled with arguments. on their behalf. This 
duty is ſanctioned by apoſtles, and Chrift himſelf moſt 


_oaffeGtionately poured out his ſoul to God his Heavenly 


„Father, praying not only for thofe who were at that 
time his difciples, but alfo for thoſe who ſhould after- 
wards believe. | 


4. It is the duty of Minifters to vifit the people not 
only with a view juſt to fee them, and flightly to touch 
on the trifling ſubjects of the preſent day, but his defign 
fhould be to inſtruct, to to caution, to give fa- 
lutary advice, as the cafe and circumftances of the people 
require. He ought to give advice to the young, and 


2 folacing comfort to the aged, If any have erred, he 


will endeavour to reftore ſuch in the fpirit of meeknefs; 

he will not fail to exhort, to teach, and admonith with 
All long fuffering goodnefs. He will watch over their 
fouls for good, and, as it is his duty to pray for them, 
in bis perfonal vifits, that they be not too often ner 
burdenfome, and that things be fo accommodated, that 
profit be united. 


‘Verions other things might be foggefed, and 
already mentioned might be more copioufly treated; 
but brevity being requifite, I hall next, in a few words, 
soo duty of the People to their Minifters. r 
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I. The People thould refpeét and efteem their Miniſters. 


We conceive à duty to be ſupported in ſome 
meaſure from the nature of things. If Minifters have 
no reſpectability of character it will be difficult to re- 

fpe& them; but their ſituation and employ ſuppoſe 

degrees of preeminence, If they were defective in 
mental abilities, in moral and religious character, would 
you chofe them your Minifters? If acting as Minifters, 
does not that relation indicate them to be fuch perfons 
as will arreft your efteem? Does not the apoftle Paul 
in inforcing this duty ſuggeſt a double ground for it? 
Efleem them — and efteem them highly for their work Jake, 
Hence, a modern writer on the Paftoral Office, of great 
eminence and piety, has very juſtly obferved, that 
Whenever Miniſters are exerciſing their office they 
are doing fomething for the inſtruction, the ſanctifica- 
tion, or ſalvation of the people; and by being employed 
for purpofes fo beneficial to them, they cannot but be 
intitled to their affection and gratitude, To refufe 
thefe attachments, is to declare that they reckon theſe 
no fervices. Love and efteem will add force to one 
another, and will lead them to treat Miniſters both 
with reſpect and kindnefs, and to do them all the good 
offices in their power, with nnn ſenſe that 
ay due to them. 


2. people mould „ to conceal rather than 
aggravate the failings and imbecillities of their Miniſters. 


Minifters are but men, and men of like paffions 


with others, They have their tcmpers, their confti- 
tutional 
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tutional attachments, If the people expect them to be 
completely perfect, they will be miftaken. Should 
there be difcoverable in them ſpecks and blemiſhes, 
(comparatively trifling with things immoral and itreli- 


gious,) how ſhould people conduct themfelves? Un- 


doubtedly with a temper and diſpoſition ready to make 
allowances the moſt favourable — to correct, if they can; 
but if there be no proſpect of that, not to aggravate, or 
magnify the mole-hill into a mountain, but to conceal 
and cover with the mantle of charity, It is unknown 
the mifchief that the officioufnefs of imprudent com- 


e has done, the ufefulnefs it has prevented 


gofpel miniſtrations. We may readily conclude, 
al Ne Poul had in view the evil as well as wick- 
ednefs of unguarded inſinuations againft the characters 


of public preachers, when he advifed—that accufations 


again Elders before two or three 


; It is the duty of the People to co-operate with 
Minifters in theit labours, 


oot 


The Miniſters have to 
to be an object of the earneft wiſhes of the People. 
Nor ought Minifters to be left alone in the work. 
Thofe not Mingers may affift, they can afliſt, they 
ought to aſſiſt. Minifters, unaided by the people, how 
little, comparatively fpeaking; can be accomplifhed ! 


The Miniſter'ß labour will be like beating the air. 
Let but the people cordially concur with him, rough 


places will then be made ſmooth, and crooked paths 
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their hearts refreſhed, their labours facilitated, and no 
doubt but then the work of the Lord will —, in 
their hands. | 1 


4. Is it the duty of Minifters to pray for the dae 
the People alſo fhould pray for their Miniſters. 
Eminent as was the apoftle Paul, extraordinary as 
were his accomplifhments for the work of the miniftry, 
yet repeatedly did he requeft of Chriftians, that they 
would pray for him and his fellow-labourers—drethren, 
pray for us. We with your help, we need your prayers, 
Not only will your prayers call down heavenly bene- 
dictions on us, but they will melt our hearts to united 
feelings with you, and for you. Your prayers will in- 
vigorate all our endeavours for public benefit. Pray 
for us, that we may be filled with heavenly wiſdom; 
be preferved amidſt the variegated evils and temptations 
of life, that our private and public labours may be 
bleſſed, that we may have boldnefs and utterance, that 
fo God's word may run and be glorified. : 


5. Another duty of people to their Miniters is that of 
to their neceſſities. 


Who goeth 1 at his own charges N Mutt not 
minifters ſubſiſt by the fame means that others do? 
They are to live by faith; but they cannot live by 
fafting! If their time, their talents, their beft days, 
are devoted to your fervice, ſhould there be no return? 
If they miniſter in ſpiritual things, ought’ not ye 
to minifter of things carnal ? thes duty ftands on the 
ground 
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ground of juftice and equity, is ftrongly enforced by 


holy (cripture; and if the fubje& be maturely conſider - 
ed, gratitude itfelf will powerfully ſtimulate the people 
to make fome adequate return for the ftudious inde- 


labours of Miaiſters. 


Finally ; Is it 900 b the ro of the baila to encou- 


raze their minifters by a conſtant attendance on ordi- 
nances adminiſtered, and the public Sr the word 
of God | | 

Te *. anti preaching if there be none to 
hear? Who ought te be more conftant to hear than 
thofe who have embraced Chriſtianity, and commenced 
difciples of the bleſſed Jefus? If fuch are remifs in 
their attendance, may not Chrift’s expoflulating appeal 


be applied to them — will pe alfo g away? That people 


not profeffing religion, fhould be carelefs, inattentive, 
and indifferent to preaching, and other religious exer» 
cifes, is eafy to be accounted for: but how inexcufable 
muſt it be for thofe connected with a Minifter in a 
Chriftian Society, to negle& from time to time, the 
great means of edification! Do they not want in- 
ftruction s? Should 
fufion of religious knowledge to others? Why then is 
the houle of God forfaken, and the public duties of 


religion neglected ? Ought not the people to ſupport 


and encourage, by perſonal attendance, their Miaiſters 


662 
Brethren, Cunter faid of his Church, that the 
gates of Hell foall not prevail againj? it ! And, if Miniſ- 


they not encourage the dif- 
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ters and People cordially unite together, and diligently 
difcharge their various reciprocal duties, Chriſtian So- 
cieties will then be flourifhing and pleafant, ripening 
for that better and more glorious abode, which God has 
prepared for thofe that love him, 


FINIS. 
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